
Bankstown by the sea - without the jobs
The dictatorial hammer struck a devastating blow upon democracy and the protection of the environment at last
night’s Council meeting. The government’s puppet threw the democratic process out the window as he kowtowed
to his master’s wishes and those privileged few that play with airplanes at the cost of the ratepayers.
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DESPITE the authoritarian rhetoric of the Council Administrator Dick Persson that the NSW Parliamentary repeal of the
Warnervale Airport Restrictions Act 1996 (WAR) provides certainty around the Central Coast Airport at Warnervale, it does not
provide certainty for Central Coast citizens or for the environment in which we all live and enjoy. The Warnervale Airport
Restrictions Act was enacted to ensure that all Coast residents did not sacrifice amenity for the benefit of the selfish minority, aka
“the boys with expensive toys”.
 
Dick Persson's claim that the development of the Central Coast Airport will be a landmark project for Central Coast Council with
the potential to provide significant economic and social benefits to the Central Coast is no more than a money pit for ratepayers.
 
Mr Persson’s claim is at odds with Council’s own consultancy reports, and according to SGS Economics the airport site would
provide 626 direct industrial jobs if the site was converted into an industrial zone. SGS further indicated that the airport site would
provide 3,576 jobs with the food industry multiplier of 5, would provide at least $12 million in capital gain (2013 figure), would
provide about $500,000 in rates per annum and would protect the environment and improve home values and amenity.
 
According to Deloitte Access Economics the $274 million Mater Planned airport development would likely provide no more than
109 jobs. So why is Dick Persson and Central Coast Council’s Unit Manager of Economic Development and Property Jamie
Barclay claiming the airport will provide 5000 jobs?

Mingara Business Forum 2019 - Jamie Barclay, Unit Manager Economic Development and
Property at Central Coast Council, alleges that the development of Warnervale airport will
create a minimum of 5000 jobs in response to Councillor Greg Best's question, which
contradicts the report commissioned by Council from Deloitte Access Economics. CLICK on
Image to view.

The 2017 Master Plan study cost ratepayers $450,000 and at last night’s Council meeting Jamie Barclay said that Council has $5
million in restricted development funds, which it will utilize for the development of the initial stages of the airport master plan.
Council will also build, at the expense of ratepayers’, a new clubhouse, hanger and apron on the land that was proposed for
Chappypie Theme Park site, adjacent to the airport, all, it would seem, for the advancement of the Aeroclub. It’s little wonder that
many ratepayers are scratching their heads in disbelief and see Council’s vision as nothing more than a “mates’ game”.
 
So, what has happened to the austerity measures the Administer told the Coast he had to implement? Why is the Chappypie site
no longer for sale? Why is Council now accessing restricted development funds for a ‘pie-in-the-sky’ development? Wasn’t it the
accessing of restricted funds that lead to Councillors being sacked? Or is there a more nefarious reason that has emanated from
Macquarie Street?
 
Warnervale Airport is not viable for the alleged reasons given by Mr Persson, “If Council continues with the current Warnervale
Conservation Agreement without confirmation of the Airport Masterplan, it stands to cause catastrophic and irreversible
sanitisation of primary aviation, education and employment lands.”
 
The likelihood of Warnervale Airport being financially viable is a nonsense. It would have to compete with Newcastle, only 45
minutes away and the Badgerys Creek Airport facility, once completed. To maintain an airport for a select interest group on a
peppercorn rent is irresponsible and an unnecessary burden upon Central Coast ratepayers. So, again the question is why? Who
really stands to benefit and would an ICAC investigation reveal any corrupt behaviour? The whole affair should be referred to the
ICAC and in particular the use of restricted development funds.
 
The Community Environment Network (CEN), the Central Coast’s peak environmental organisation, has said that it will continue
to work for the permanent protection of Porters Creek Wetland following Central Coast Council’s decision to walk away from a
Conservation Agreement at last nights Council meeting and return to the priorities of the former Wyong Shire Council in favour of
the Warnervale Airport Site development.
 
“Agenda item 4.10, which was added to the agenda late and without notice, recommended putting a stop to a near-complete
conservation agreement to give Porters Creek Wetland permanent protection,” said CEN Executive Member, Mr Mike Campbell.
 
Mr Persson’s assistant Malcolm Ryan said, “the Biodiversity Agreement for Porters Creek would be put aside as it is not
compatible with the Airport plan.”
 
There had been no previous community consultation, no chance for a retort, just a dictatorial exercise, which caused gasps from
the handful of Council watchers, as Mr Persson delivered his decision.
 
Mr Persson wondered why only a couple of people had contacted him opposing this Plan.
 
“The community had no warning of this complete change of direction in relation to protecting the Central Coast’s largest
freshwater wetland,” Mr Campbell said.
 
“CEN had been writing to Mr Persson since his arrival in October and had met with him in December to seek assurances that the
Conservation Agreement for Porters Creek Wetland, that was ready for sign off before the commencement of administration,
would be finalised without delay.
 
“Mr Persson seemed supportive but then maps related to the Conservation Agreement were placed on exhibition – a step CEN
understands was completely unnecessary and of no real value to the community.
 
“It was shocking to see the Administrator adopt a staff recommendation not only to stop the Conservation Agreement but to
spend $5 million of restricted funds on a masterplan for the Warnervale Alternative Landing Area (ALA) at a time when the
Council has to repay $150 million in commercial borrowings, raise rates, increase fees, cut services and dispense with 15 to 20
per cent of its employees,” he said.
 
“The community was told only months ago that land at Sparks Road, Warnervale and Warren Road, Warnervale, had to be sold
to fix Central Coast Council’s financial crisis and yet the Administrator has agreed to withdraw those properties for sale so they
can become part of the expanded airport.
 
“It is concerning that Mr Persson has accepted a recommendation from the same staff that have ignored multiple Council
resolutions and stymied efforts to complete a Conservation Agreement for Porters Creek Wetland with the NSW Biodiversity
Conservation Trust (BCT) for the past two years.
 
“The importance of sustaining Porters Creek Wetland cannot be understated. It is vital to the water quality and health of the
whole Tuggerah Lakes system. It is our region’s backup water supply during drought. Its protection is fundamental to the future
biodiversity of this region.
 
“The wetland is already under immense pressure from surrounding development so the need for permanent protection is clear.
 
“Mr Persson assured the meeting that he did not believe the ALA would pose a threat to the wetland. If that is the case why does
the Conservation Agreement need to be shelved?
 
“The Community Environment Network will do all we can to get to the bottom of why the idea of an expanded airport has once
again taken priority over the wishes of the community, fiscal responsibility and the needs of the environment.”
 
During the Council meeting Mr Persson made no concessions about holding off on a new Master Plan for Warnervale ALA,
despite an excellent presentation by Patrick Gallagher citing the need for a cost/benefit analysis  and enquiring why would we be
on a sudden spending spree amid sackings and asset sales.
 
Mike Campbell said, “The consensus is that while Mr Persson is cutting to the bone and now increases a cost to rate payers of
millions more to advance what I would see as a re-establishment of Bankstown, as was always the plan for State Government.
 
“If you wanted to re-establish Bankstown what would you do? You’d sack your Council who resisted such steps, implant a
facilitator, redraw the concept of Porters Creek with a fanning tree clearance centre, rename it from an ALA back to an airport.
You would play on the weakness of an Opposition in its own crisis, and as usual ride over the democratic process, which is the
current norm of the NSW State Government.
 
“It was a disgrace and should be the subject of an ICAC investigation!”
 
David Harris, Member for Wyong and Shadow Minister for the Central Coast said, “Council is required to develop a plan of
management for the ALA under the requirements of repealing the WAR Act.
 
“They are also required to incorporate the requirements into the LEP. They have to achieve this by 2023.
 
“This process should include meaningful consultation with the community including the approximately 68,000 people who live in a
7.5km radius of the facility.
 
“The development of any Master Plan should occur with the operational management in mind, including curfew, runway length
and noise constraints. Any draft plans should be thoroughly interrogated by community consultation.”
 
Council will aim to place a Draft Masterplan and Plan of Management on public exhibition at the end of May 2021.


