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Growing community concern over council
administrator's agenda

Concern over the sale over the sale of Council premises in Gosford and the Administrator's refusal to hold a
referendum on Council de-amalgamation at the September council elections has left the community furious and
bewildered.
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DESPITE the growing community concern and objection to the sale of the Council premises in Gosford, administrator Dick
Persson exhibits the hallmarks of true dictatorship. He refuses to consider the sale of Warnervale Airport land that is currently
leased for the price of a handful of lollies, which if sold would be a financial boon for Council, and the sale of alternative property
assets, such as the premises occupied by Central Coast Group Training on a peppercorn rent. The sale of the Warnervale site as
industrial land under its current zoning would, according to the SGS Economics Report (Council’s own consultants), be a fiscal
windfall and dramatically help to ease Council’s current money problems. So, would the sale of the land next door to the airport,
the failed Chappie Pie Theme Park proposal, which council staff refuse to put on the table for sale.
 
So why does the administrator refuse to cash in assets that will ease Council’s financial burden? Why is the administration so
focused on the sale of the council building in Gosford? The administrator has ruled out giving the Central Coast a popular vote on
de-amalgamation at the September Council elections. Again, the question is why? Is it because the State Government is
concerned that if the people are allowed to have their say, the popular vote will find in favour of de-amalgamation?
 
Dick Persson has also declined to withdraw the Gosford Council building from the asset sales list. This also raises the question,
why?
 
If the Gosford premises are sold, then de-amalgamation is problematic. There are no longer any premises for a southern council
to occupy and the cost of building news premises would not be on the Berejiklian Government’s agenda. So, is Mr Persson
nothing more than the State Government’s marionette? Dancing to the tune of the State Government’s machinations?
 
Greens candidate for Budgewoi ward Sue Wynn said, “We stand firm in our belief that residents deserve an opportunity to have
their say on the amalgamation and whether to reverse it - that is entirely their privilege.
 
“We will now be commencing the process of collecting enough signatures to obtain a Boundary Commission Inquiry. We are
mindful that the surveys of central coast residents conducted before amalgamation showed widespread opposition to the merger.
 
“While that isn’t our favoured option, it will at least enable everyone to be heard and firmly held views to be considered. The
Boundary Commission will then recommend the Local Government Minister either maintain the amalgamated Central Coast
Council or de-merge into new Wyong and Gosford Councils.
 
“By now, everyone is acutely aware of the Council’s financial situation and, if the residents choose to opt for a de-merger, this
would also be in the knowledge of the costs associated with it.
 
“Yes, a de-merger would involve additional cost, but it is unclear if these would be as excessive as for the bungled amalgamation.
 
“It is not contentious to say that the NSW Government strongly pursued consent for the unpopular amalgamation. It follows that
the State Government should be expected to contribute to and assist with re-establishing the two former Councils if that is what
people really want.”
 
Is the State Government prepared to be open-minded and allow democracy to prevail? Or will they continue to punish the Central
Coast for not achieving two Liberal dominated councils at the last election?
 
The puppet-masters are certainly achieving their goal and, regardless of the anger expressed by Coasties, the democratic
process is now akin to kowtowing to what the State wants, not the will of the people. The call to stop the sale of the Gosford
Council building continues to escalate, yet it falls on deaf ears. And to add to the community’s frustration, anger for the
administrator’s process is rife - at a recent Council meeting people, hamstrung by their voices being muffled and the call for
democracy to prevail, launched into abuse that was directed at Mr Persson.
 
“We have put the administrator on notice that there is considerable interest in our community to explore a de-merger,”  said Sue
Wynn,
 
“To now proceed with the sale of the Council building in Gosford is a reckless act, which seeks to close the door on a potential
new Gosford Council.
 
“The Central Coast can absolutely come back from this stronger and better. The return of our Central Coast Mariners from the
bottom of the league table to lead the competition is an inspiring reminder that no one should write us off.”
 
So, what happens next?
 
Dick Person retires from his position on April 29, so for him it’s just a matter of weathering the growing storm until he leaves.
 
Minister for Local Government Shelly Hancock will more than likely reinstate the current Councillors to avoid a judicial inquiry and
avoid the truth being exposed. The truth must come out, a truth which no doubt goes back prior to 2017, a truth which will no
doubt not bode well for the State Government.


