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Blinded by the light -
jobkeeper cuts will impact coasties

The job loses that will come from the cuts to JobKeeper will be on the heads of the Prime Minister and the
Treasurer.
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THE future of JobKeeper is in Scott Morrison and Josh Frydenberg’s hands, so any job losses associated with JobKeeper cuts
will be on their heads. If you cut JobKeeper, you cut jobs. It’s that simple. Hundreds of thousands of Australian workers and small
businesses faced a very uncertain time when JobKeeper is cut at the end of March.
 
I have seen the problem within my own family. My son, who was a senior graphic designer for a major retail chain, lost his job
because of COVID-19, so did his partner. The financial burden placed upon them was enormous - they could not have survived if
they had not decamped from Sydney and moved in with my wife and I. This is what families do, look after each other.
 
Like many other families on the Central Coast our situation was not unique. Yet with most other families it was the main bread
winner who lost their jobs, and in many circumstances they had a young family to feed and care for. Mortgage payments didn’t go
away, nor did the myriad of everyday household expenses that keep families alive. Yet, just like so much else, the Morrison
Government misses the point - they just don’t get it. The jobs are not available to be had; businesses have gone broke and
continue to do so. Families on the Central Coast have felt the brunt of COVID unemployment as much as the rest of the nation
but are faced with an even grimmer realty - where do you find the jobs?
 
With most of the people on the Coast, who found themselves jobless, it was like a hammer smashing their knuckles. These were
the thousands of workers who left for work each morning as the Sparrows’ broke wind for the daily train commute to Sydney. To
now suggest that they continue to travel to Sydney twenty times a month to attend job interviews, along with the endless herd of
Sydney unemployed, who are expected to do likewise, is an untenable impost. The financial cost alone upon COVID unemployed
will bring families to the brink, but then Scott Morrison, just like during the NSW bushfire crisis of 2019-20, shows the same lack
of empathy.
 
The Morrison Government is still out of touch with reality and need to realise how difficult it is to feed the family and try and
scrape through paying minor expenses, let alone deal with a mortgage and other major household commitments, when you’re
relying on a meagre government handout. The Government needs to understand that JobSeeker was not a rubber band and
needs to comprehend that the ‘April piece of string’ that the unemployed now have to survive on will only exacerbate already
evident mental health problems.
 
Despite the veracity of job loss, Josh Frydenberg is still saying that there is light at the end of the tunnel in the economy. For
hundreds of thousands of Australian workers who now face JobKeeper cuts, that light at the end of the tunnel is a locomotive that
is going nowhere. Josh Frydenberg needs to explain to the unemployed workers and small businesses, why he was so keen to
cut their JobKeeper when everything is still so uncertain.
 
For some time now, the Treasurer has said that he could cut JobKeeper in March because the vaccine rollout would be well
underway by then. This government was almost four million vaccines short of their four million vaccination goal for March. What
we’re seeing here is a government that is too quick to withdraw support from the economy and too slow to get the vaccines out
the door and into people’s arms. Both of those things have dire economic consequences.
 
For so long now, the Treasurer has said that our economic recovery requires, and relies upon, those vaccinations. The
vaccinations are getting out too slowly. The Government has over-promised and under-delivered and, now, in terms of that light
at the end of the tunnel, it will be nothing more than a train ride to nowhere for Coasties and all Australians who rely on
JobKeeper. When COVID hit, the Government said it would look after Australians, now they’re trying to renege on their
commitment.
 
It cannot be denied that there have been some positive developments in the economy, but there has also been some troubling
indications as well. There are still two million Australians unemployed, or unable to find the hours that they need at work. There
are still around a million Australians on JobKeeper. There are still millions more struggling to get ahead, and get by, on wages
that have been historically stagnant for much of the last eight years. What is needed from the Government is a comprehensive
jobs plan, and they still don’t have one.
 
Josh Frydenberg is ignoring any opportunity to put forward a comprehensive plan for jobs and the Prime Minister waving around
a fake plane ticket, and dressing up as a pilot, is no substitute for the jobs plan that Australians need and deserve. The sum total
of the government’s plans in the economy was to cut JobKeeper, cut wages, cut super, and they’ve got a budget that is riddled
with rorts. All of those things will compromise the recovery from the deepest, most damaging recession we’ve had in almost a
hundred years.


