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Coast MPs have challenged Gladys Berejiklian and the NSW Government to give frontline workers, like teachers,
paramedics and nurses, a fair wage increase in this year’s State Budget after they initially offered them a pay cut.

First responders
and the Coast deserve a fair go

22 June 2021
 
GLADYS Berejiklian and her Treasurer, Dominic Perrottet will release today the NSW 2021-22 Budget.
 
Although today’s NSW Budget must deliver on some long awaited projects to alleviate congestion, improve public transport and
deliver better services for Central Coast residents, Paramedics across NSW immediately went on strike yesterday and are
striking again today to demonstrate their anger at the NSW Government’s offer of a pay-cut following Ms Berejiklian and Mr
Perottet’s offered a 1.5 per cent increase, despite an inflation projection of 2.2 per cent – equalling an effective pay cut of 0.7 per
cent.
 
It comes just a year after Gladys Berejiklian offered public servants, including frontline workers, a meagre 0.3 per cent pay rise in
last year’s Budget. It seems unlikely that the budget will deliver wage justice for the Coast’s public servants who have been
squeezed for the past few years including Health workers, Emergency Service personnel, Teachers and other government
employees.
 
Member for Gosford, Liesl Tesch MP is calling on Gladys Berejiklian to stop taking our first responders for granted, and pay them
fairly for their heroic response during the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Ms Tesch said, “NSW Paramedics are the worst paid in the country. Every budget is about choices and I am calling on Gladys to
choose a fair go for our first responders.
 
“Frontline workers have done a remarkable job to look after us all throughout the Pandemic, and they deserve to be paid fairly for
their hard work and sacrifices.”
 
Ms Tesch is concerned that the Budget will instead be used to pork-barrel in Liberal seats and leave our community in the lurch.
 
Member for Wyong David Harris said, “public sector workers have endured zero or low wage growth for several years and this
impacts on the whole Central Coast economy.
 
All Labor Central Coast MPs are awaiting an announcement on the promised “faster trains” made at the 2019 election which
despite media attention has seen no actual work started.
 
Coast Labor MPs also believe there should be enhanced funding to address Tuggerah Lakes and Coastal erosion issues.
 
“There have also been increased cost of living pressures, rental and housing costs which has contributed to many Central Coast
families experiencing financial stress – we need this budget to address these important issues,” Mr Harris said.
 
“In the Wyong electorate I will be looking for funding to progress the upgrade of the Pacific Hwy through Wyong, a commitment to
expanding Secondary education provision in the Warnervale area, Tuggerah Station Lifts and parking expansion and funding to
address local congestion pinch points."
 
Gosford MP Liesl Tesch said, “Since this Liberal Government was elected in 2011, we have seen buckets of money poured into
Liberal and National electorates across NSW while our community has gotten the scraps from the Treasury floor.”
 
“Gladys Berejiklian said that pork barrelling was just a normal practice for her Government, so it’s clear that she has no issue with
playing favourites.
 
“Coasties are sick and tired of being left out of Gladys Berejiklian and her Government’s priority list.
 
"We need a budget that invests in our Region, not George Street in Sydney.
 
"We need social and affordable housing, policy solutions for under 35s to own their own homes, Woy Woy level crossing
solutions, the Point Clare - Gosford bike path link and improved commuter car park investment."
 
Member for The Entrance David Mehan said, “Tuggerah Station Lifts, the Pacific Highway at Lisarow Stage 4 upgrade and Social
Housing should all be featured in the 2021/22 Budget."
 
Member for Swansea Yasmin Catley said, “the Northern Central Coast needs road funding to address congestion at Carters
Road Lake Munmorah, Scenic Drive from Budgewoi to Doyalson Lights, funding to address issues in Tuggerah Lakes and more
money for shared pathways."
 
Labor Leader, Chris Minns will deliver his reply to the Budget on Thursday.


