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Legislation will force coasties to pay for the Liberal’s failed
amalgamation
It must be the NSW Government - NOT the Central Coast community – that pays for the failed amalgamation of
Gosford and Wyong Councils.

The Premier is determined that Central Coast raters should have to foot the bill for the Government's failed amalgamation and
the creation of the Mike-Baird-Super-Council.
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“AROUND $1 billion in funding has been ripped from the Central Coast by the NSW Government in the past three years,” said
Local Government Committee President, Mrs Vicki Scott.
 
“The NSW Government must stop lying to the people of the Central Coast about who is to blame for its broken promises.”
 
“The Central Coast community was told our former councils were unfit for the future but we were never shown the evidence. We
were never given the vote on whether we wanted our democratically-elected councils sacked and replaced with a regional
council that has now proven to be too big for the future,” Mrs Scott said.
 
Ratepayers were never told the true cost of amalgamation, nor were they told that when the Central Coast Council was born it
had over $300 million in debt. The NSW Government promised the community that under the newly formed Council there would
be more funding opportunities and that ratepayers and the community as a whole have a better deal than previously.
 
So, what went wrong?
 
Funding promised by the NSW Government but never delivered also included a share of the $400 million sale of the Snowy
Hydro electricity generation system. IPART’s water and sewer determination took another $45 million away from the region and
the amalgamation has cost the community around $150 million, so far. Cost shifting from state to the new council has cost
another $100 to $150 million and the Coast has missed out on about $175 million in grants when compared to other councils.
Maybe Daryl should have been asked to relocate here? There’s no doubt he got a better deal for his local government area.
 
And now, to add further to the financial burden foisted upon ratepayers, the NSW Government-appointed administrator has
committed the community to commercial borrowings of $150 million over 15 years and agreed to conditions that will result in a
massive infrastructure backlog.
 
Ratepayer’s opposition to a 15 per cent rate rise has been ignored and they’ve been given selective information about its impact.
For example, the minimum rate in Wyong in 2020-21 is $300. The proposed Special Rate Variation will see it more than DOUBLE
to $655 in 2027-28.
 
Parliamentary Secretary for the Central Coast, Adam Crouch MP has left residents in his electorate of Terrigal and the electorate
of Gosford with the huge price for his Government’s failed amalgamation of the former Gosford and Wyong Councils.
 
The debacle continues as community assets sold off, including an environmental corridor in Doyalson and the Gosford Council
Chamber, yet the public has only been shown one portion out of multiple lists of up to 60 properties. Information remains hidden
under a cloak of stealth and deception, with scenarios of what is happening changing like the wind and ratepayers being
continually told that they have to ‘pony-up with the money’.
 
“Well over 21,000 people signed an e-petition to have a public inquiry into the causes of Central Coast Council’s financial
problems but our calls won’t even be debated in parliament until 16 May, after the Administrator of Central Coast Council has
finished his task,” Vicki Scott said.
 
Despite the number of signatures, all four of these requests were met with refusal from the NSW Liberal Government.
 
Liesl Tesch used her speaking time in Parliament, on Tuesday 22 March, on a Bill before the House, the Local Government
Amendment Bill 2021, which will force Coasties to foot the bill for the Liberal Government’s failed amalgamation policy, to point
out that residents of Gosford and Terrigal will have to pay an average rate cost of about 40 percent more thanks to the NSW
Liberals bungled amalgamation.
 
“This Bill should be about funding Councils appropriately, not cost-shifting further onto ratepayers and increasing our rates,” said
Ms Tesch.
 
Liesl Tesch said this is a clear indication of the Government’s motives in this Bill.
 
“The State Government is sniggering at us!” said Vicki Scott.
 
There is no doubt that Gladys and her crew of bandits see themselves living in a modern Sherwood Forest – Robina and her not
so merry persons, robbing the poor and giving to the rich.
 
Adam Crouch MP supported the Government’s refusal for an inquiry into Council’s financial state. His newspaper ad stated his
support for an inquiry but his actions in Parliament were quite the opposite.
 
“We all know actions speak louder than words and if we go by this, Crouch’s actions in Parliament do not match his words in our
community,” Ms Tesch said.
 
“Adam Crouch does not care about the people of the Coast because if he did he would’ve been standing there with us,
demanding for real change.
 
“This legislation is not in the interest of Coasties and instead is another cover-up to distract us from the Liberal Government’s
inaction for the Central Coast.”
 
Central Coast Council is not the only NSW Local Government amalgamation to face problems. Most of the councils now asking
for special rate variations were amalgamated in 2016. Armidale’s elected representatives have been suspended and reinstated,
and now Wingecarribee Shire Council is facing suspension.
 
The NSW Minister for Local Government, Shelly Hancock, must expunge the $200 million that was unlawfully spent by Central
Coast Council staff from restricted funds.
 
The NSW Government, having wrecked the Council, continues its plans to rapidly increase the Coast’s population and fast-track
over-development. People live on the Central Coast for its beauty, affordable low density housing and access to waterways and
bushland. They do not deserve to be turned into the Berejiklian Government’s disenfranchised, under-funded, over-developed
slum, and Hancock and Crouch must not be allowed to cover up the truth about Central Coast Council’s failings.


