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11 May 2021
 
CENTRAL Coast Council Administrator, Mr Dick Persson AM has decided to extend the community consultation period on the
proposed asset sales and reclassification list, although an angry community say it's not enough time to fully understand which
properties are being sold and the full impact it will have.
 
Administrator Dick Persson said, “Feedback from the community identified some spelling errors in the assets listed, I can confirm
these have now been corrected. I understand this has caused some confusion and inconvenience to the community, and as such
I’ve decided to extend the consultation period for a further seven days.”
 
Spelling errors!!! This is just the tip of the iceberg on a raft of mistakes made by the Administrator over the proposed asset sale.
One community member complained to the Grapevine that when Mr Persson was questioned as to whether he had seen the
properties listed for sale or actually know where they were and the importance to the community, the answer was no.
 
Mr Persson went on to say, “As I’ve stated previously, with the Councillors not returning there is now no immediate rush. The
community now have up until 5pm 28 May 2021 to have their say on the assets proposed."
 
Mr Persson said the property content is presented in two ways – as a text document and colour coded on an interactive map of
the Central Coast.
 
“Certain assets proposed have conditions of sale placed on them that legally form part of the contract of sale, and it is important
the community is aware of these conditions,” said Mr Persson.
 
“I want to reiterate this is not a ‘fire sale’. Any properties sold will be at market price or better, and the market is very strong now."
 
This begs the question, if the property is strong now, which it is, why not go to auction and, like the property market is clearly
demonstrating, get a greater financial return of those assets that have to be sold?
 
However, many community members have only just begun to learn of the full extent of the items for sale. Some sites might be
able to be sold without community impact, but more time is needed for a proper community assessment.
 
Swansea MP, Ms Catley said, “Since the announcement of the proposed asset sales, I have been contacted by concerned
community members over the future of their beloved community halls and green spaces. The loss of these public assets will
harm our communities for decades.”
 
“The community’s voice must be heard and it is clear the community wants the public asset sell-off to be stopped.”
 
Wyong MP, David Harris said, “Some of the sites identified in Tranche 3 include land which houses important community services
and there should be a full explanation about what will happen to those organisations who would be forced out. These groups
include OASIS, Norah Head Play Group, Community Legal Service etc. An extension of time would allow proper consultation and
feedback from these groups.”
 
The Entrance MP, David Mehan stated, “The Entrance electorate has the largest number of public assets for sale, our community
has the most to lose and yet they’re given less than three weeks to provide feedback. It’s a disgrace.”
 
“The Administrator has taken a play right out of the Liberal National Governments handbook by selling public assets for a quick
buck without thinking about the impact it will have on the Central Coast community.”
 
Gosford MP, Liesl Tesch said, “The announcement of these asset sales has swept the community off their feet, in another
unexpected blow for the Central Coast.”
 
“The sale of the Umina Mall Carpark near West Street will have a hugely detrimental impact our local motorists and bad for
businesses in Umina which are already struggling to bounce back from COVID-19.”
 
“I am also very concerned that sensitive community greenspace at Brisbane Avenue Umina and along Blackwall Road will be
taken from public hands.”
 
Go to yourvoiceourcoast to have your say. Community consultation closes 5pm on 28 May 2021.
 
A further report about the proposed asset sales will return to Council before the end of June 2021.
 
Despite Mr Persson's claim that the community is being given ample time to fully digest and understand the impact of the asset
sale, in particular community and environment lands, they are not. In just over two weeks Mr Persson closes the books on
community consultation, yet the Administrator would have Coasties believe there is no rush.
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