
In an eleventh hour reprieve, Council Administrator Dick Persson has reversed his decision to sell the land occupied
by the Terrigal Bowling Club. Persson claimed that it was a mistake and that it was never his intention to sell the land
parcel, yet no doubt developers had already been salivating over the prospect of getting their greedy hands on the
prime piece of real estate. The question that needs to be answered is, why has Persson made so many alleged
mistakes with the sale of community lands? It is only when he gets caught with his hand in the cookie jar that he
capitulates and proffers yet another excuse. Had people power not come to the fore, Persson would have sold the
land from beneath seventy years of community history.

28 April 2021
 
IN a stunning demonstration of people power and the value of a humble Club within its community, Terrigal Bowling Club and a
large portion of the Central Coast has banded together to ensure the Club’s immediate future, in spite of initial Council desire to
prepare the site for sale.
 
Set down to be reclassified alongside multiple other parcels of land on Tuesday evening, 27 April, as Council desperately seeks
to repair the financial damage it self-inflicted over several years, Administrator Dick Persson AM has conceded to mounting
backlash and advised the plan will be put out for public consultation before a decision is made.
 
Mr Persson has also advised that Terrigal Bowling Club will be removed from the list, suggesting that he did not agree with the
proposed sale of the land on which it sits, and it was not meant to be on the initial list.
 
Terrigal Bowling Club CEO, James Heddo said he was thrilled by the decision and overwhelmed with just how much support the
Club had received in their battle.
 
“We are very happy with the result, not only for our Club, but also that the Council will now be consulting with members of the
public about all lots on the agenda,” he said.
 
“We hold a lease until 2024 and we are very keen to secure our future beyond this. We now look forward to being given the
opportunity to sit down with Council as soon as they are ready.
 
“We just cannot thank the Central Coast community enough for rallying around us in our time of need. I hate to think what could
have happened if this motion had been passed without our knowledge,” he added.
 
That support manifested in many ways – within hours of breaking the news on their social media on Monday afternoon, 26 April,
media outlets, community groups and affected individuals quickly found their voice and advocated on behalf of the humble
Terrigal club.
 
Just after 11am Tuesday morning, when Mr Persson AM contacted Mr Heddo personally and advise him of his change of heart,
an online petition against the reclassification had garnered more than 1,500 signatures and was growing by the minute.
 
The decision to remove 4 Wilson Rd from the reclassification list is an enormous win for Terrigal Bowling Club and the wider
Central Coast community. Who knows? maybe this will lead to the start of greater transparency and more responsible decision
making from Central Coast Council.
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