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State government refuse to debate council petition

Democracy has once again fallen on deaf ears as the authoritarian hammer of the Liberal Government smashes
the will of Central Coast citizens calling for a judicial inquiry into what caused Central Coast Council's financial
crisis. What is the the Berejiklian Government trying to hide?
 
During Question Time on 17 March Central Coast Labor MPs attempted to force the NSW Parliament to debate
the Central Coast Council's financial position. CLICK on image to view video footage.
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LABOR Members across the Central Coast have denounced the NSW Liberal Government after they refused to debate a petition
signed by 20,000 local residents to allow a public inquiry into Central Coast Council’s financial collapse.
 
The debate for the petition is currently slated for May 16th, well after the Administrator of Central Coast Council will deliver his
report to the Minister for Local Government, Shelley Hancock.
 
This will mean the option of a public inquiry and the petition won’t be considered formally by Parliament before the NSW State
Government make their decision about Council’s future.
 
During Question Time on Wednesday 17 March, Labor’s Deputy Leader, Yasmin Catley, Shadow Minister for the Central Coast,
David Harris, Member for The Entrance, David Mehan and Member for Gosford, Liesl Tesch each took an opportunity to force the
NSW Parliament to debate the Notices of Motion on Central Coast Council’s financial position. The Government refused each
attempt.
 
Confusion ensued for a short period when David Harris’ Motion was not responded to; leaving the Speaker scrambling to fix the
error after-the-fact.
 
Premier Gladys Berejiklian and the Treasurer Dominic Perrottet were seen laughing and the Minister for Local Government,
Shelley Hancock was warned by being placed “on call” for unparliamentary conduct.
 
Swansea MP, Yasmin Catley said “Adam Crouch has abandoned his community and failed to stand up to the Liberal State
Government to insist these issues gets debated.”
 
“He is the Government’s Whip. He could push for extra time for Parliament to consider these issues but he has run away with his
tail between his legs” added Ms Catley.
 
Wyong MP, David Harris said “If the Government is so sure what caused the financial issues at Central Coast Council why won’t
they debate the matter.”
 
“The community expects transparency and the truth” added Mr Harris.
 
The Entrance MP David Mehan wonders “What has the NSW Liberal Government got to hide? Obviously enough to delay the
debate.”
 
“The future financial impact of this situation on the community is not a laughing matter, the Premier and Treasurer should be
ashamed of themselves.” Added Mr Mehan
 
Gosford MP Liesl Tesch said “Over 20,000 signatures being absolutely ignored by the Berejiklian Government is a disgrace.”
 
“We know our community want to move forward and be able to trust our Council - we will fight to make sure Coasties are heard”.


