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Central Coast declared a state of natural disaster
The Central Coast has been declared a state of natural disaster after over 340- millimetres of rain
fell within the region over the past four days.
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THE storm system labelled a once in a 100 year event has caused havoc over the Central Coast with many low lying areas
submerged. Yet in the past 40 years the Central Coast has now experienced six one-in-one-hundred year storm events, causing
unprecedented flooding. In 1981 the heavens opened after an extensive period of drought, flooding the Grand Hotel in Mann
Street Gosford, along with other commercial premises. Cars parked along the side of the street had sixty-centimetres of water
encroach upon them. The rural valleys west of Wyong were cut off from the rest of the Coast for several days - no phones and
some cases no electricity. That was the era before digital technology and a mobile device in everyone’s hand. Eight years later it
occurred again, then in 1992 and 1996 and, of course the big one that most Coasties would now remember, the 2007 natural
disaster floods.
 
In times of natural disaster Aussies do what Aussies do best - help each other out, and so do our governments.
 
Liesl Tesch MP, Member for Gosford said that those people impacted by the recent storm and flooding event are able to apply for
funding and support.
 
“The funding initiatives put in place have a specific criterion in place for applicants, one of which is that the area be within a
declared state of natural disaster,” said Ms Tesch.
 
“So many families along the Coast have been severely impacted by this unforgiving weather event and I’m hopeful this will help a
seamless funding application for those already stressed and devastated by the flood damage.”
 
There are many avenues available for funding including the Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements,
which is available for those who’s homes and belongings have been damaged, Council clearing up costs, concessional interest
rate loans for eligible organisations and businesses.
 
Another funding avenue is provided by the National Australia Bank and Commonwealth Bank customers, through their disaster
relief package, which includes suspension of home and personal loan repayments, professional and confidential counselling and
other fee waiver assistance.
 
Ms Tesch says the flood damage has so many flow on affects.
 
“The damage this flooding event has caused is not only physical but also mental and the community, particularly north of the
coast will be reeling from this for months to come,” she said.
 
“It is so important those of us who are not as impacted assist in whatever way we can and support
 those who are doing it tough.”
 
The Central Coast SES Unit received over 800 calls for help.
 
Ms Tesch said, “Our local SES have been working hard to help us prepare for this extreme weather event and now help us
recover from this.”
 
“Without their dedication to our community we would be in a very different situation and I thank each and every volunteer for their
commitment to us all.”
 
For more information on flood relief packages head to https://disasterassistance.service.nsw.gov.au/ or
https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/


