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A new Government proposal for data sharing would be an unacceptable attack on privacy and opens the door to
another Robodebt-like attack on the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS).

3 May 2021
 
A DISSENTING report by Labor members of the Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee late last week
recommended that a Bill, which attacks privacy under the NDIS, not be passed, as it does not represent a reasonable,
necessary or proportionate limitation on the right to privacy and amounts to a reckless treatment of public trust.
 
The Data Availability and Transparency Bill 2020 would create a new scheme for sharing government data across the public
sector and some third parties. The scheme would include sensitive, personal data including records held by Medicare, Services
Australia, the Australian Tax Office and the National Disability Insurance Scheme.
 
In the dissenting report it wass found that the bill would:

 
Of most concern, the Bill would potentially open the door to new Robodebt-style schemes, including the planned changes to the
National Disability Insurance Scheme. The report found that such a program ‘would disproportionately hurt the most vulnerable
in our society, and potentially deny them access to the government services they need to live with dignity’.
 
This Bill is a blank cheque to Ministers and senior public servants to share the public’s most personal data without their
knowledge or consent and without
judicial review.
 
The Data Availability and Transparency Bill is a dangerous and reckless power grab by a government that has lost its way. This
data belongs to the Australian people. They deserve to have their personal data respected and protected by the Government.
This bill does not deserve their confidence.
 
Scott Morrison and Minister Stuart Robert were the designers of the cruel Robodebt scheme, which used Australian’s private
data to target the most vulnerable for debts they didn’t owe. Robodebt was illegal and demonstrates that this Prime Minister
can’t be trusted with sweeping powers and access to Australians’ private data.

*Undermine existing privacy protections in the Privacy Act 1988 while the legislation is still the subject of a major review by
the Attorney General’s Department

•

Exclude critical decisions about the sharing of personal data from judicial review, including those of senior public
servantsCreate a weak regulator that would be incapable of protecting the public’s

•

Create a weak regulator that would be incapable of protecting the public’s right to privacy, with a maximum penalty of only
$66,000 for serious privacy breaches

•

Morrison Government Bill opens door for
new robodebt


