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Public health in crisis
In June last year it was revealed that public health services on the Central Coast had been left behind. Nothing
has changed according to Bureau of Health Information.
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A DECADE of neglect and under-resourcing has left patients across the Central Coast waiting in pain for longer than clinically
recommended for life-changing surgery.
 
Bureau of Health Information (BHI) figures from October to December show the elective surgery crisis isn’t over. Across the State
a total of 5,950 people were left waiting for longer than clinically recommended for elective surgery – a jump of 1,144 from the
end of 2019.
 
The median wait time for non-urgent procedures on the Central Coast has also blown out by 83 days.
 
The longest wait time blowouts include:
Varicose veins stripping and ligation - up 108 days
Total hip replacement - up 94 days
Tonsillectomy - up 73 days
Total knee replacement - up 70 days
 
There is no doubt that the Government lost control of the elective surgery wait list long before the pandemic. The Government
can’t hide behind the impact of COVID-19 anymore and use it as an excuse for wait times. The BHI figures are proof that we
have a healthcare system that is under continued
pressure. Quarter after quarter, there have been blowouts and backlogs and nothing being done to address it.The Central Coast
community need urgent action to address this crisis and there must be no excuses and no more delays.
 
The BHI figures also confirm increase pressure on local emergency departments, with the highest number of attendances for any
quarter in a decade. Of all the patients who presented to local emergency departments, one in four patients did not receive
treatment within the clinically recommended timeframe.
The Ambulance service is also under enormous strain, with the highest number of call-outs in a decade, leaving patients waiting
longer than ever before for assistance.
 
The reality is, the entire NSW public health system is under enormous strain. Patients across NSW, including the Central Coast,
are waiting longer at every stage longer for an ambulance, longer in the emergency department and longer for elective surgery.
People are being left behind, in pain because of the Berejiklian Government’s mismanagement.”


