
Despite 22,000 Central Coast residents disagreeing with the authoritarian and heavy-handed tactics of Local
Government Minister Shelly Hancock in her dismissal and handling of Central Coast Council, it is now apparent that
the Government's sticky fingers are manipulating the Council for the benefit of their developer buddies.

26 April 2021
 
THE NSW Minister for Local Government, Ms Shelly Hancock MP, has quickly dismissed an e-petition signed by over 22,000
Central Coast citizens calling for a judicial inquiry into the financial failure of Central Coast Council.
 
President of the Central Coast Local Government Committee, Mrs Vicki Scott, said Ms Hancock’s rapid dismissal of the need for
a full judicial inquiry into what has gone wrong at Central Coast Council was evidence that the NSW Liberal National Government
had something to hide.
 
“The Minister has said the Local Government Act doesn’t give her the power to call a judicial inquiry, well that is not the case,”
Mrs Scott said. “It is completely within the power of the NSW Government to appoint a judge to head an independent inquiry into
a matter of such significant public concern, they just lack the political will to do it,” she said.
 
“The NSW Government knows that the amalgamation of the former Gosford and Wyong Councils was ill-fated and, in fact,
Macquarie Street has been punishing the people of the Central Coast since September 2017 when they elected a majority of
Labor and independent Councillors.
 
“Since then the Central Coast Council has been starved of funding, cheated of assistance with the cost of erosion works at
Wamberal and North Entrance, cheated out of its share of Snowy Hydro funding while the neighbouring Hornsby Council was
given $90 million under the smelly Stronger Communities Fund without even submitting an application.”
 
According to the LGC, when the Interim Administrator departs on 28 April, the Central Coast community will be left with more
questions than answers about how the mega Council turned into such a debacle and why our elected representatives were told
they had at least $100 million more in expendable funds than they did.
 
“Under administration we have been signed up to $150 million in commercial loans, committed to selling off significant community
assets and pushed back to the ‘Big Boys and their Toys’ agenda of the former Wyong Council,” Mrs Scott said.
 
“If the Minister needs proof that the administration of the Central Coast Council needs the airing of a full judicial inquiry she need
only look at the business being pushed through at Mr Persson’s final meeting on April 27.
 
“It is clear that the financial crisis could have been averted if the administration, the executive leadership and their staff, had
provided accurate and timely advice to the elected Councillors.
 
“It is disgraceful that the same professional leadership is now pushing through mass community land reclassifications and sales,
sweetheart deals for shopping centres, pilot schools and football clubs, the privatisation of the Gosford Waterfront and a host of
other measures that the vast majority of the Central Coast community is opposed to.
 
“Only a judicial inquiry, with the power to compel witnesses to give evidence under oath, will get to the bottom of what happened
at Central Coast Council. Ms Hancock, Mr Crouch and Ms Berejiklian owe it to this region to own up to their amalgamation
failure, fully examine how it happened and fix the discreditable structure and culture so it doesn’t happen again.”

Minister ignores 22,000 Central Coast
residents

Is this what we want for the Central Coast? Inappropriate and out of control high-rise development, loss of valuable environment
lands, over crowding and a region that is Singapore north of Sydney; all brought to you, courtesy of the Wednesday, one-man-band,
Council meeting.


