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June 5 is the Koala Day of Action! This is a chance to demand the NSW Government end the destruction of koala
habitat.

19 May 2021
ALAN HAYES
 
OUR koalas are under constant threat from habitat loss as a result of logging and land clearing by property developers and big
agribusiness.
 
Despite a report last year that showed koalas on track for extinction by 2050, the NSW Government is rolling back protections for
the species across the state.
 
The Berejiklian Government is currently considering new land clearing and forestry codes and is drafting a new Koala Strategy.
 
We know koalas are on the path to extinction in NSW unless we urgently protect their trees and the plight of this iconic species
during the Black Summer bushfires caused immense grief.
 
Koalas became a symbol of the devastating impact the Black Summer fires had on wildlife. Since then, logging, development,
land clearing and dirty politics have made the fate of the koala more perilous than ever. We have all witnessed the antics in
Parliament by Deputy Premier John Barilaro and his criticism on protecting koalas, saying last September that the proposed
koala protection policy restricts farmers from land use. The only reason the stoush ended between the Nationals and Liberals
was because they made a deal on koala protection, which gives more concessions to farmers after the issue threatened to tear
the Coalition apart last year.
 
Late last the Government's anti-koala legislation was defeated by a one vote in the NSW Upper House. The crucial vote was
Liberal MLC The Honourable Catherine Cusack, who crossed the floor to vote against her own government’s controversial Local
Land Services Amendment Bill 2020 and lost her position as a parliamentary secretary as a result. She received wide support for
her strong stance, from across the globe and forced her own government back to the drawing board to better protect the habitat
of Koalas.

It's time to stand up for our koalas again

CLICK ON IMAGE to listen to the podcast of Catherine Cusack explaining why she decided to cross the floor to save koalas. She opens
up about the personal repercussions of this act, and how she thinks politics needs to change to better serve the community and
environment.

It is imperative the government knows the people want stronger, not weaker, protections for this beloved species.
 
Stand up for koalas at the Sydney rally on June 5!
 
People power is the most effective way of creating social change. By coming together we can influence decision makers on
behalf of koalas. Will you be there?


