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Coasties unite en mass to march4justice
Nearly 500 Central Coast residents dressed in black and marched along the Gosford Waterfront in solidarity with
thousands of women across Australia with the March4Justice movement.

Nearly 500 residents turned out in black to demonstrate their solidarity with the March4Justice movement yesterday.
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THE protests, sparked by the recent string of sexual assault allegations in Canberra, aimed to send a message to Prime Minister
Scott Morrison and government’s across Australia that the community was tired of inaction on sexism and sexual abuse justice.
 
Labor Member for Gosford, Liesl Tesch joined with March4Justice’s Kel Butler, Indigenous elder, Aunty Robyn Reid and Phoebe
Sheridan, a 16 year old from St Joseph’s Catholic College, East Gosford to speak to the crowd.
 
Ms Tesch joined the group in saying enough is enough.
 
“For so long we have been living under a facade of equal rights but the fact of the matter is women continue to suffer inequality
every single day, in this country and around the world.”
 
“It is wrong that women are underrepresented in leadership, on boards, in workplaces and that we still suffer from unequal pay
and unsafe workplaces to this day.”
 
2021’s March4Justice event is highlighting the recent revelations that have developed from our very own Parliament, with
protestors delivering a petition calling on the Prime Minister to act against the gendered violence to female staffers and Members
of Parliament.
 
After months of new allegations of sexual assault and rape of women in their workplace the Prime Minister is yet to act and has
refuses to investigate the allegations, perpetuating instead of preventing violence against women in the workplace and in the
heart of our democracy.
 
Ms Tesch says there must be real leadership on this issue right now.

“The Prime Minister of Australia had an opportunity to show us that sexual violence is not acceptable in our society, unfortunately
he decided to look the other way when courageous woman stepped forward.
 
“Woman should be believed when they come forward.”
 
“This lack of leadership in Australia has made women across our community angrier than ever before.”
 
“Hear us loud and clear Mr Morrison - we will not be silenced until justice is served.”
 
Down the track in Canberra
 
Jill Chalmers, Shadow Treasurer, said on ABC Drive in Brisbane yesterday, "I joined with a number of Labor colleagues and
thousands and thousands of women who'd come to Canberra today. I thought it was important that I do so, that I listen and
acknowledge and try to understand the injustices faced by Australian women, many of them outlined in very courageous ways
today by the speakers at the event."
 
Despite numerous requests the Prime Minister did not attend the rally and march, although he did have a little bit to say about the
rally in parliament. "It is good and right, Mr. Speaker, that so many are able to gather here in this way, whether in our capital or
elsewhere, and to do so peacefully, to express their concerns, and their very genuine and real frustrations. This is a vibrant liberal
democracy, Mr. Speaker. Not far from here, such marches, even now, are being met with bullets, but not here in this country, Mr.
Speaker (SHOUTING). Not here in this country (SHOUTING).
 
The shouting in the parliament demonstrated how out of touch Scott Morrison is and his obvious indifference and arrogance
when it comes to violence against women. To suggest that at least women don't get shot in Australia for standing up for justice
goes beyond the pale and reinforces his failing as leader of the country.
 
Jill Chalmers said that the Prime Ministers comments were received incredibly badly, and for good reason, "you could hear the
uproar that those comments attracted in the House."
 
"I think what they really did was exacerbate, make much worse, the anger, and frustration, and hurt, that so many women are
feeling today, and in recent times. The argument seems to be that Australian women should somehow be grateful that protesters
don't get shot at in Australia," Jill Chalmers said.
 
"I think that the Prime Minister entirely missed the point of today's rally."
 
Senator Malarndirri McCarthy, Deputy Opposition Deputy Whip in the Senate, said, "Well, like most of the comments of late by
the Prime Minister, it is deeply disappointing. We had Australians across the country who just needed the Australian parliament,
the Australian prime minister, to dig deep and send a really strong message that enough was enough. But what happened in the
parliament yesterday sent a deeply depressing, disturbing, again and disappointing message to Australians."
 
"For me personally, I thought of so many people in my life and thought of my own experiences, but in particular the women in my
life who were so desperately needed our country to step up and stand up. And the courageousness of Brittany Higgins has led a
beautiful sort of sense of spirit across the country. And in my languages, the Yanyuwa, we would call it like a song line, a Kujika,
where it just sends this incredibly peaceful spirit of goodness. And to see that come together right across the country was
incredibly important for all Australians," said Senator McCarthy.
 
Shadow Minister for Women Tanya Plibersek expressed her frustration and sadness at the Morrison Government's continual
inaction and the Government's failure to implement the recommendations in the 'Australian Human Rights Commission Report',
which landed on the Attorney-General's desk more than twelve months ago.
 
"I think the Prime Minister just continues to miss the point. You’ve got thousands of women, tens of thousands of women around
the country, who are sad and frustrated by the lack of action on sexual harassment and sexual assault. Women around Australia
know that the system is stacked against them," Tanya Plibersek said.
 
"If you look at sexual assault, figures in New South Wales about one in ten victims of sexual assault report to the police. And of
those who report to the police around 3 per cent get a guilty verdict. There is something profoundly broken about a system where
this crime can happen right across our communities, in our homes, on our streets, in our workplaces, and the likelihood of
anyone actually being made to answer for it is so very slim. Women know that, and they are sick of it.
 
"I think the marches yesterday, while so many people who were there were sad and frustrated by the fact that we're still having
this discussion in 2021, that we haven't progressed more, showed there was also a feeling of collective strength for women to
demand better laws that will keep them safe, and also demand culture change.
 
"We've got to raise our kids in a way that means that violence in their personal relationships is completely unacceptable. We've
got to be teaching our kids from the earliest ages in an age-appropriate way, what respectful relationships look like."
 
Why hasn't the Morrison Government dealt with the Report?
 
"It's not like this report has just landed on the government's desk, it's been there for more than a year," said Shadow Treasurer
Jill Chambers.
 
"If we're serious about dealing with workplace culture, they've got a report sitting there, they should be talking about publicising
and acting on the recommendations. I think that's not unreasonable, after the amount of time that has passed. But that was just
one of the many frustrations that were voiced at the March for Justice rally."
 
Why does the Government continue to ignore the Australian Human Rights Commission Report? It's clear that from the March for
Justice rally that Australian's across the country want immediate action and not be given excuse after excuse. The Government's
inaction is tantamount to a 'stay out of gaol free card' for perpetrators, while the police's hands are kept handcuffed. There is no
excuse in the Government's failure to act; their failure to implement laws to change our culture and to keep women safe from
sexual harassment is unacceptable.


