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If electric cars are to become affordable and acceptable to drivers, it will take more than stamp duty relief and a
paltry some being offered to the first twenty-five purchases. It will require attractive incentives, not only for their
purchase but for the manufacture of local components.

More government ambition a must for
electric vehicles to succeed

22 June 2021
 
NSW can become a major player in the global electric vehicle(EV) supply chain provided there is more incentive for people to
switch and the Government forgets its dream to tax drivers of EVs.
 
The NSW Government needs to show more ambition to secure a bigger role in the manufacturing of EVs and to encourage
people it is the way of the future.
 
There is no doubt NSW is good at building things. But the Government needs a plan to make NSW an EV technology leader, not
just an importer of parts and an exporter of raw materials. We were great at building trains and ferries, but something went
terribly wrong - overseas manufacturers became the flavour of the month, the decade and the future and NSW has been paying
for the mistakes and delays ever since.
 
The government’s measures to encourage EV take-up is commended. But it must think big and carve out a role for NSW
manufacturing in the EV supply chain. If they don’t, it will be an opportunity lost - a massive opportunity to create secure and well-
paying jobs, an opportunity that needs leadership from the Berejiklian Government.
 
The reality of the future, in particular with Electric Vehicles, is to do more than just ship raw materials overseas to buy them back
as expensive finished batteries. The Government must provide the incentives for manufacturing to happen locally.
 
The lithium-ion battery market is expected to be worth $400 billion by 2030. Australia produces nearly half of the world’s
lithium and NSW produces other critical components such as zinc, copper and gold.
 
A recent study found the NSW government’s decision to offshore its transport purchases resulted in more than 4,000 jobs lost to
NSW, along with budget blowouts that negated any cost savings (see McKell Report - Build it Here - The economic Cost
of Offshoring Major Transport Projects in New South Wales).
 
So, Gladys, you have the chance to make NSW great again and a leader, not a follower.

The Nissan Leaf 100% electric car can be plugged into any standard 240V electrical socket. With a Type 2 charging unit installed, the
LEAF 40kW can reach full charge in 7.5 hours, so you can charge overnight and start the day with a full 270km of range.


