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Residents at the Orchards Aged Care Retirement Village are upset about 
being left behind in changes to the Retirement Villages Amendment Act 
2020.

ELDERLY Central Coast residents have been done over again by the Berejiklian 
Government. Member for The Entrance David Mehan MP said that he has caught the 
Berejiklian Government out short-changing the Central Coast again.
 
“The Minister responsible for retirement villages has failed to include the Central Coast 
local government area in changes to the Retirement Villages Amendment Act 2020,” said 
David Mehan.
 
The Act allows residents to access their exit entitlement six months after they vacate the 
village, however, Central Coast residents will have to wait twelve months as the Minister has 
sneakily removed us from the list of metropolitan local government areas (LGA).
 
The exit entitlement was previously paid only after the vacant premises was re-sold and 
could be over 12 months after premises were vacated. The change was a promise made 
by the Berejiklian Government in the lead up to the 2019 state election.  All consultation 
material supplied by the Government indicated the Central Coast would be included in the 
metropolitan LGA.
 
Another regulation directly negates a new entitlement for residents vacating a retirement 
village which would have capped general service charges (typically a maintenance fee of 
approx. $400 per month) at 42 days after vacating.  The charges were previously unlimited 
but the new entitlement requires the operator, rather than other residents, to cover any 
liability which results.  By regulation, the Minister has now allowed the retirement village 
operators to pass on the liability to remaining residents.
 
“The Berejiklian Government has been caught out using regulation making powers to 
alter its own Act of parliament.  Apart from being undemocratic, the new regulations short 
change the Central Coast, yet again,” David Mehan said.
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Angy residents with Member for The Entrance David Mehan (far right)


