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The ‘Schools Deserve Better’, meeting last Thursday evening, hosted by Liesl Tesch MP, broke the ice for a number of
schools who are currently being forgotten, when it comes to infrastructure, by the Berejiklian Government.

4 May 2021
 
SHARRYN Brownlee from the Central Coast Council of P&Cs (CCC P&C), along with members from Ettalong Beach Public
School, Henry Kendell High School, Brisbane Water Secondary College, Umina Campus and Woy Woy Campus, St Patrick’s
Primary School, East Gosford, Central Mangrove Public School, Woy Woy Public School and Glenvale Special School, meet with
Shadow Minister for Education, Prue Carr MP and Liesl Tesch MP, Member for Gosford to discuss present concerns they had
with a number of schools.
 
Ms Carr said schools on the Central Coast deserve better.
 
“Schools on the Central Coast should be a top priority, but under the Liberal Party schools are being left with poor infrastructure,
which needs proper maintenance and upgrades.”
 
“We know the Central Coast is a wonderful place to raise a family – but the NSW Government needs to properly invest in local
schools.”
 
In the meeting issues such as poor school infrastructure, teacher shortages, maintenance backlogs, poor school resources and
safe transportation modes too and from school were raised about those schools in the Gosford electorate. In particular, the fact
many areas within the electorate had no footpaths and unsafe verges.
 
Sharryn Brownlee said that schools have had a significant infrastructure backlog spend and finally now have been getting the
infrastructure upgrades they really need. "It is true they have been a long time coming and may not be completed yet though."
 
"Walk safely to school day is not possible for many on the Peninsula," said Sharryn Brownlee.
 
The fact that schools in the Gosford electorate were not receiving the big expenditure that other electorates are getting was also
raised. Over the past ten years the Parent and Carers representatives in the Gosford electorate have seen a decrease in
educational facilities and resources. The large number of demountable classrooms and the apparent poor condition of many of
those buildings was a legacy issue that concerned those present at the meeting, as was the timeline for completion of works.
 
"There was not one school present at the meeting who had adequate and appropriate school maintenance completed, which is
unfortunately a not so shocking consequence of this Liberal Government’s lack of prioritisation when it comes to local schools,"
said Ms Carr.
 
Ms Tesch says this reality is simply unacceptable.
 
“Every single student in NSW deserves a fair go when it comes to their education and that starts with investing in their education
at every level.
 
“Both public and private high schools and primary schools present at the meeting spoke of the difficulties their school is facing,
which unfortunately trickles down into their quality of education.”
 
“I want the next generation of Coasties to have every opportunity to succeed in whatever it is that they want to do and that starts
with investment in their education from this Liberal Government.”
 
A number of people at the meeting also shared their disquiet that staff in their schools had expressed their frustrations about the
lack of progress from the State Government to address the various problems and had not provided a satisfactory way forward the
growing crisis. The need for more school counsellors was stressed again.
 
"CCC P&C were pleased to attend the meeting with the Shadow Minister Pru Carr and many of those in attendance had already
come to Central Coast District P&C to raise issues," Sharryn Brownlee said.

Schools in some electorates are being left
behind

(L -R) Sharryn Brownlee (CCC P&C), Shadow Minister Pru Carr and Gosford MP Liesl Tesch address concerns raised at the 'Schools
Deserve Better' meeting.


