
News Rural Archives Contact Advert Enquiry

Name (First & Last):

Email:

SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIBE FOR FREE to the Grapevine News Online and to the
monthly e-book edition of the Grapevine Community News. You will
receive an email notification every time a news story goes live,
keeping you up to date with what is happening in your community.

Our online news update and monthly newspaper is about real local
news and events. We will not spam you or share your details with
third parties.

Member for The Entrance, David Mehan, has criticised the proposed closure of the Clozapine Clinic, which currently
operates from Long Jetty Community Health Centre, as a dangerous move which could have disastrous
consequences for some of the communities most vulnerable.

The Entrance loses vital health service

16 June 2021
 
THE Long Jetty Clozapine Clinic currently cares for 40 people who have treatment resistant schizophrenia and are prescribed
Clozapine to manage their condition.
 
Patients require regular appointments for effective treatment including blood tests, which must occur separately before
attendance at the clinic, and consultation with a treating psychiatrist.
 
The Central Coast Local Health District (CCLHD) advised clinic patients that it was to close at the end of May and the service
would be transferred to the Kanwal Medical Centre, a private medical facility.
 
Mr Mehan said the closure of the clinic has occurred without consultation with the patients or their carers.
 
“Kanwal Medical Centre is a private medical facility and I am concerned that the closure of the public clinic may be the
privatisation of this service and cost patients more," Mr Mehan said.
 
“I am aware that many of the clinics patients have complained about the announced closure and the impact it will have on their
treatment, and CCLHD’s response doesn’t address their concerns.
 
“Distance matters on the Central Coast and expecting patients, with limited mobility, to travel to Kanwal is not an improvement.
 
“Most patients rely on carers and NDIS services to attend the clinic. Making new arrangements to attend the private clinic will eat
into their existing NDIS allocations and reduce their quality of life.
 
“Patient treatment requires regular attendance at the clinic and this is best delivered near to where patients live. I call on CCLHD
to reverse this decision.”

Clozapopine Clinic carer with mMember for The Entrance, David Mehan.


